CIRCLE of PROTECTION

January 29, 2026

Dear Senator:

We write to you as the Circle of Protection, a coalition of national church bodies and related
ministries representing the diversity of Christianity in this country. The organizations in the Circle
together have 100 million members. Nearly all our churches help people in need, and we work
together to protect government programs and policies that help poor and vulnerable people.
Jesus urged us to help people who are hungry or sick or in need in other ways (Matthew 25).

We commend congressional appropriators and appreciate the work that has gone into passing
bipartisan, bicameral appropriations bills. Elements of several of these bills align with many of
our priorities and prevent the previously proposed deep cuts that would have devastated
programs serving those most in need. We especially want to highlight the strong funding for
PEPFAR and global health, international food aid, and other critical foreign assistance
programs.

Yet, at the same time, we have watched in horror as individuals have been assaulted and killed
for peacefully exercising their constitutional rights at the hands of ICE and CBP officers.
Community members are being detained regardless of immigration status, even citizenship,
young children are being sent to detention centers, and families, fearing for their safety, are
staying home, missing work, school, groceries, and church. We know that these incidents have
not been limited to Minneapolis, and while our pastors and congregants will continue to serve
and do all they can to support their communities, we need Congress to step in.

We support needed protections for people from ICE agents’ behavior, or guardrails in these
appropriations bills. We call on Congress to assert more accountability in the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) spending bill. No federal funds should be allowed to violate the
dignity of any human being, immigrants or U.S. citizens, let alone to the point of death.

Genesis reminds us that we are each made in the image of a most loving God. We call on
Congress to make sure our governing policies and federal budget reflect that.
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